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TOBY L. PLEVIN 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

6380 WILSHIRE BLVD, SUITE 1600 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90048 

(213) 655-3183 

Attorney for Plaintiff 


FILED 




SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 


BENT CORYDON, ) 

) 

Plaintiff, ) 

) 

vs. ) 

) 

) 

MICHAEL FLYNN and ) 

SHERIDAN, FLYNN and TABB and ) 

DOES 1-100 ) 

) 

Defendants. ) 

) 

_ ) 


CASE NO. C (J7550QB 

COMPLAINT FOR CONSPIRACY 
TO BREACH FIDUCIARY DUTY 
AND BREACH OF CONTRACT 


1. Plaintiff BENT CORYDON is a resident of Riverside 
County California. 

2. Defendant Michael J. FLYNN is an attorney who resides 
and practices law in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and who 
has entered appearances in California on a Pro Hac Vice basis. 
He is partner in the law firm of Sheridan, Flynn & Tabb. 

3. Defendant SHERIDAN, FLYNN and TABB is a law firm with 
offices in Boston, Massachusetts. It is the successor firm to 
the firm in which Flynn was a partner at the time of the acts 
complained of herein. 
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4. CHURCH OF SCIENTOLOGY INTERNATIONAL INC is a California 
Corporation with headquarters in Los Angeles County. 

5. RELIGIOUS TECHNOLOGY CENTER is a California corporation 
with headquarters in Los Angeles County. 

6. CHURCH OF SCIENTOLOGY OF CALIFORNIA is a California 
corporation with headquarters in Los Angeles County. 

7. LAWRENCE E. HELLER is an attorney who resides and 
practices law in Los Angeles County California. 

8. EARLE C. COOLEY is an attorney who resides and 
practices law in Massachusetts and has entered appearances in 
California on a Pro Hac Vice basis. 

9. MICHAEL HERTZBERG resides and practices law in the 
State of New York and has entered appearances in California on a 
Pro Hac Vice basis. 

10. ERIC M. LIEBERMAN is an attorney who resides and 
practices law in the State of New York and has entered 
appearances in California Pro Hac Vice. 

11. Plaintiff is unaware of the true name of certain other 
defendants who acted in concert with defendants herein and 
hereby names them as DOES 1-100. 

12. At all pertinent times HELLER, COOLEY, HERTZBERG and 
LIEBERMAN (THE SCIENTOLOGY ATTORNEYS) were and continue to be 
counsel for one or more entities within the Church of 
Scientology and/or individuals associated with it with whom 
Corydon has been in litigation. 

13. At all relevant times FLYNN was acting as the agent for 
the persons and entities identified in paragraphs 3-10 above. 
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and for Author Services Incorporated and for Bridge Publications 
Incorporated, David Miscavige, Mary Sue Hubbard, Lymon Spurlock, 
Marty Rathbun and other organizations and individuals associated 
with The Church of Scientology, which, collectively, shall 
hereinafter be "SCIENTOLOGY". 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 

(Conspiracy to Breach Fiduciary Duty 
Against All Defendants) 

14. Plaintiff reincorporates herein paragraphs 1-12 as if 
fully restated herein. 

15. From 1982 to the present plaintiff BENT CORYDON has 
been engaged in litigation against various corporations which 
are part of the enterprise known as the Church of SCIENTOLOGY 
including but not limited to the CHURCH OF SCIENTOLOGY 
INTERNATIONAL, CHURCH OF SCIENTOLOGY OF CALIFORNIA, RELIGIOUS 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER, Scientology Missions International, Author 
Services Inc, and Bridge Publications Inc. He has also been in 
litigation against various individuals who are officers, 
directors and/or agents of the aforementioned corporations 
including David Miscavige, Heber Jentzsch, John Carmichael, 
Timothy Bowles, Richard Bielhart, Robert Windsor, and Gerald 
Langenfeld. The foregoing corporations and associated 
individuals shall be collectively referred to as SCIENTOLOGY. 

16. SCIENTOLOGY has become known in California for its 
particularly aggressive, harassive litigation tactics which are 
an extension of SCIENTOLOGY'S policy of fair game. The 
SCIENTOLOGY fair game policy arises from the writings and 
practices of its founder L. Ron Hubbard as carried out by 
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SCIENTOLOGY corporations and individuals through the present 
day. Hubbard's writings include the instruction that an enemy 
of SCIENTOLOGY, may be "injured by any means... tricked, sued, 
lied to or destroyed" by any Scientologist. At least two 
California Courts of Appeal have upheld the findings that the 
practice of fair game has been actively pursued against adverse 
parties. See eg. Wollersheim vs. Church of Scientology of 
California (1989) 212 Cal. App. 3d 872. At all pertinent times 
plaintiff BENT CORYDON was declared a "Suppressive 
Person"("S.P.") by Scientology and was considered an enemy 
thereof. Therefore he was subject to the fair game policy. 

17. Starting in approximately 1979 defendant Michael J. 
FLYNN (FLYNN) undertook representation of a large number of 
individuals throughout the United States against SCIENTOLOGY. 

In 1984 FLYNN was retained by CORYDON to represent CORYDON in 
connection with his litigation against SCIENTOLOGY. In 1985 
FLYNN filed a motion to appear Pro Hac Vice in a lawsuit 
involving CORYDON captioned The Church of Scientology Mission of 
Riverside vs. BENT CORYDON et al . Riverside Superior Court Case 
No. 154 129. His Pro Hac Vice application was denied. 

Thereafter FLYNN promised CORYDON and his co-parties that he 
would take the California Bar exam in order to be able to appear 
as trial counsel. Nevertheless, he continued as CORYDON's 
attorney and acted as consultant to him and his California 
attorneys regarding the conduct of his lawsuit. At all material 
times the SCIENTOLOGY and the SCIENTOLOGY ATTORNEYS knew that 
Flynn continued to be retained by Corydon even after his pro hac 
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vice application was denied. 

18. Between approximately 1980 and December of 1986 many of 
the plaintiffs represented by FLYNN in other litigation provided 
damaging declarations and testimony which contributed to multi¬ 
million dollar verdicts against SCIENTOLOGY. Such testimony and 
such verdicts created major adverse publicity for SCIENTOLOGY. 

19. One of FLYNN'S clients was the son of L. Ron Hubbard, 
Ron DeWolf. In 1985, DeWolf entered into a contract with 
CORYDON to collaborate in the writing of a book about his 
father. After Hubbard's death in early 1986, DeWolf, with FLYNN 
as counsel, entered into a settlement with Scientology regarding 
his father's estate. That agreement required DeWolf to breach 
his contract with Corydon. FLYNN negotiated this agreement, 
knowing about the Corydon/DeWolf contract, without advising 
Corydon of the conflict. 

20. In the Spring of 1986, a $30,000,000 verdict was 
entered in the case of Wollersheim vs. Church of Scientology of 
California . Thereafter, SCIENTOLOGY began negotiations with 
FLYNN for the purpose for reaching simultaneous settlement 
agreements with all of the clients for whom he was counsel of 
record and to settle at the same time the on-going litigation 
between SCIENTOLOGY and FLYNN personally. Scientology and the 
SCIENTOLOGY ATTORNEYS demanded that the settlements preclude the 
settling plaintiffs from cooperating voluntarily with any 
parties adverse to SCIENTOLOGY at any future time but 
furthermore that they avoid service of process because the past 
testimony of those settling parties (hereinafter the 
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"SIGNATORIES") had included extensive evidence regarding 
SCIENTOLOGY'S fraudulent recruitment tactics, misrepresentations 
regarding L. Ron Hubbard, the founder of SCIENTOLOGY, and also 
included extensive evidence about SCIENTOLOGY'S "criminal 
activities" including the blackmailing of judges and other 
felonies. In addition these people could testify and had 
testified regarding the extensive breaches of duty to 
SCIENTOLOGY adherents by violations of the priest-penitent 
privilege under which SCIENTOLOGY adherents confess their most 
intimate thoughts and secrets of their lives. On information 
and belief the goal of Scientology regarding these settlements 
was to obstruct justice and conceal evidence that was useful to 
adverse parties. 

21. To further advance the purposes of obstruction of 
justice and spoliation of evidence, SCIENTOLOGY AND THE 
SCIENTOLOGY ATTORNEYS demanded that FLYNN agree not to take on 
representation of any additional clients adverse to Scientology 
and that he cease his representation of any who did not settle. 
On information and belief, Corydon and his co-parties in the 
Riverside lawsuit were the only FLYNN clients who did not enter 
into a settlement agreement that were the product of the 
foregoing allegations. 

22. In sum, the Settlement Agreements, once accomplished, 
were intended to effectively paralyze the ability of any 
litigant who did not settle to obtain testimony about 
SCIENTOLOGY on which the proof of their case may depend and to 
prevent them from retaining or using the services of the most 
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experienced attorney in the field. It was also the intent to 
paralyze the ability of persons sued by SCIENTOLOGY to obtain 
evidence relevant to their defense. Thus, with the 
knowledgeable plaintiffs silenced, and further, given the 
practice that requires Scientologists in good standing to lie 
(pursuant to the fair game policy) for the purpose of defeating 
any party adverse to SCIENTOLOGY, such person would be severely 
disabled, if not prevented' from proving their cases since key 
evidence on which they needed to rely, specifically, the 
knowledge held in the memories and mouths of such silenced 
witnesses, was in effect secreted and concealed or destroyed. 

The SCIENTOLOGY ATTORNEYS agreed with and participated in 
achieving this goal and have continued to act so as to keep the 
Settlement Agreements in tact. 

23. In December of 1986, the Settlement Agreements were 

finalized. Attached hereto as Exhibit A is the Settlement 

Agreement entered between SCIENTOLOGY and Gerald Armstrong which 

contains secrecy clauses in paragraph 7(D) at pages 6-8 and 

paragraph 7(G) on page 10. At pages 7(H) at pages 10-11 the 

agreement requires that Armstrong: 

"agree( ) not to testify or otherwise 
participate in any other judicial, 
administrative or legislative proceeding 
adverse to SCIENTOLOGY... unless compelled to 
do so by lawful subpoena or other lawful 
process. Plaintiff shall not make himself 
amenable to service of any such subpoena in an 

manner which invalidates the intent of this 

provision." (emphasis added) 

24. On information and belief, each of the settling 
plaintiffs (hereinafter "SIGNATORIES") signed agreements 
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containing the above quoted language and secrecy clauses. 

25. After the agreements were executed, FLYNN told CORYDQN 
that as a result of the settlements he could no longer serve as 
CORYDON's attorney. He ceased representation of CORYDON and 
returned his retainer. On information and belief, at the same 
time that Flynn was negotiating for his clients he negotiated 
for and did receive a substantial sum of money specifically for 
the agreement to cease representation of all parties adverse to 
Scientology and this sum was not disclosed to his clients.FLYNN 
has c 

26. FLYNN has breached fiduciary duties owed to CORYDON 
first by agreeing to cease his relationship with him and by 
participating in the conspiracy to obstruct CORYDON's ability to 
pursue his case and to secrete evidence from him and to obstruct 
justice. Since the completion of the settlement negotiations, 
FLYNN has committed other acts in violation of his fiduciary 
duty. In addition he has continued to participate in the 
ongoing conspiracy to breach his fiduciary duty through the 
actions of his co-conspirators, through his agents and by his 
own actions. 

His breaches of duty include but are not limited to the 
followings 

1. In December 1986 FLYNN had a duty to 
CORYDON not to put his personal interests in 
conflict with those of his client. By 
agreeing to accept a settlement for himself in 
excess of $500,000.00 conditional upon 
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terminating his relationship with CORYDON he 
did just that and caused CORYDON substantial 
harm. 

2. In December 1986, FLYNN had a duty to 
CORYDON not to put the interests of his 
clients against each other. By negotiating 
settlements on behalf of some clients which 
would make them, for all practical purposes, 
inaccessible as witnesses to CORYDON and which 
would conceal evidence of value to CORYDON he 
severely damaged CORYDON to benefit both 
himself and his other clients. 

3. From December 1986 to the present FLYNN 
has had a continuing duty to CORYDON not to 
impair his former client in connection with 
matters related to those in which he 
previously represented him. Nevertheless, 
FLYNN has persisted in enforcing or attempting 
to enforce the secrecy and sealing agreements 
which are severely detrimental to CORYDON. 

This has been accomplished inter alia by his 
filing an opposition to CORYDON's efforts to 
unseal the court file in the lawsuit captioned 
Church of Scientology of California v. 

Armstrong and, more recently, by his 
participation and cooperation with SCIENTOLOGY 
AND SCIENTOLOGY ATTORNEYS in threatening 
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retaliation against the SIGNATORIES to the 
Settlement Agreements if they accept service 
of subpoena and/or testify on CORYDON's 
behalf. This has been done in part by 
conveying threats of retaliation from the 
Scientology Attorneys to the signatories while 
refusing to advise or represent those 
signatories. 

4. FLYNN is also liable for the actions of 
his co-conspirators threatening retaliation 
for breach of the secrecy agreements. These 
include threats by SCIENTOLOGY ATTORNEYS to 
Gerald Armstrong between October 1989 and the 
present. 

5. FLYNN has also continued to breach his 
fiduciary duty to CORYDON to the present day 
by actively avoiding service of a deposition 
subpoena to testify for CORYDON regarding 
matters herein. 

27. At the time that FLYNN refused to represent CORYDON 
further, CORYDON was especially susceptible to FLYNN's influence 
and trusted him tremendously. FLYNN's position of influence in 
CORYDON's mind was beyond that of the usual attorney-client 
relationship because, to ex-Scientologists like CORYDON, FLYNN 
had achieved the status of a rescuing white knight. In part, 
this was because so few attorneys would consider suing the 
Scientologists and because FLYNN had been personally subjected 
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to fair game practice during the years he was leading the fight 
against SCIENTOLOGY. FLYNN, therefore, found it easy to prey on 
CORYDON's vulnerability and to abuse his influence over CORYDON. 
He used that influence to induce CORYDON to believe that FLYNN 
would not and had not really harmed him. He accomplished this 
deception by convincing CORYDON that he would not be harmed by 
the settlement agreements or Flynn's withdrawal as counsel in 
practical effect because both he (FLYNN) and the SIGNATORIES who 
could provide the most significant testimony on CORYDON's behalf 
would always be available to testify in spite of the 
settlements. He further induced CORYDON to believe he had not 
been harmed by assuring him that the documents important to 
proving his case, including transcripts of other trials, had 
been sent to other attorneys who were representing a group of 
plaintiffs against SCIENTOLOGY as a class action. CORYDON did 
not understand that past testimony and unauthenticated documents 
could not be used in the trial of his lawsuits against other 
Scientology defendants and FLYNN did not correct this 
misunderstanding. FLYNN further induced CORYDON to believe in 
FLYNN'S continuing good will by lending CORYDON money and by 
other indications of friendship. 

28. These deceptions of FLYNN caused CORYDON to delay the 
assertion of his rights. And, even though his ongoing breaches 
of duty and the continuous nature of the conspiracy deprive 
FLYNN of a statute of limitations defense to this lawsuit, his 
deception regarding these matters is a further example of 
FLYNN's despicable breach of fiduciary duty. 
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29. CORYDON did not get shaken out of his continuing belief 
that Flynn would not have dealt him a serious blow until October 
of 1989. At that time an important SIGNATORY/witness who FLYNN 
had warranted would co-operate with CORYDON deliberately avoided 
service of subpoena. And in October 1989 FLYNN also avoided 
service by misrepresenting his identity to the process server. 

30. Since the twin goals of the settlement negotiations 
were to silence effective witnesses and to prevent FLYNN from 
continuing to represent CORYDON, all counsel who participated in 
these negotiations and/or who advanced in any way the purposes 
thereof intended to cause and did conspire to cause FLYNN to 
breach his fiduciary duty to CORYDON. Each of the acts recited 
herein which advanced the goals of secrecy and each of the 
conspirator's acts subsequent to the initial breach of duty in 
support of the secrecy and sealing agreements represent a 
continuation of the breach of duty to CORYDON is part of the 
conspiracy for which all defendants are liable. 

31. As officer of the court of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts and an attorney admitted pro hac vice in 
California, FLYNN has duties to the bar and to the public to 
protect the judicial process from the taint of illegal conduct 
by their clients or by themselves. However he participated in 
creating and enforcing agreements which are contrary to public 
policy and regarding which he knew CORYDON was a specific target 
for injury. In accepting money to restrict his practice in 
conflict with the canons of ethical conduct he again violated 
his duty to both CORYDON and the bar in a particularly egregious 
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manner. Such conduct represents a conscious disregard for his 
ethical obligations and for the promotion of a fair and 
equitable judicial system. 

32. As a result of this conspiracy CORYDON has suffered 
substantial damages including but not limited to 

(a) major delays while new counsel took the 
time to get up to speed on SCIENTOLOGY and on 
the facts and issues in his litigation which 
delays have operated to his irreparable harm 
when the lawsuit in which FLYNN was retained 
was dismissed on March 30, 1989; 

(b) prolonged and continued harassment by 
SCIENTOLOGY because he is subject to the fair 
game policy; 


(C) 

emotional 

distress; 

(d) 

loss of income; 

(e) 

and other 

injuries. 


SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 

(Breach of Contract 
Against All Defendants) 

33. Plaintiff reincorporates paragraphs 1-31 of the 
Complaint as if restated herein. 

34. By 1984 defendant FLYNN had achieved a national status 
as a specialist in litigation against Scientology. In this he 
was unique and his services not replaceable. 

35. During the summer of 19844 Corydon met with Flynn at 
his offices in Boston Massachusetts for the purpose of retaining 
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him as counsel in his lawsuit against SCIENTOLOGY. Thereafter 
he gave FLYNN a retainer and entered into a contract for his 
services. 

36. Thereafter FLYNN, although not counsel of record, 
became an active advisor to Corydon and his California attorney, 
Daniel Olson, in the conduct of the lawsuit. 

37. FLYNN applied to be admitted pro hac vice to represent 
Corydon in the Riverside County lawsuit in February 1985. When 
that motion was denied, he promised Corydon that he would take 
the California bar exam so that he could represent Corydon when 
the case came to trial. In any event, he promised Corydon that 
he would continue to advise and consult with Corydon and his 
California attorneys and kept the retainer. 

38. In December of 1986, FLYNN advised CORYDON that, as a 
result of the Settlement Agreements he had to cease representing 
him. Thereafter, he returned the retainer to Corydon. 

39. As a result of this breach of contract Corydon has 
suffered substantial damages including but not limited to: 

(a) major delays while new counsel took the 
time to get up to speed on SCIENTOLOGY and on 
the facts and issues in his litigation which 
delays have operated to his irreparable harm 
when the lawsuit in which FLYNN was retained 
was dismissed on March 30, 1989; 

(b) prolonged and continued harassment by 
SCIENTOLOGY because he is subject to the fair 
game policy; 
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(c) emotional distress; 


(d) loss of income 


(e) and other injuries 


PRAYER 


WHEREFORE Plaintiff prays for judgment against defendants, 
and each of them as follows: 

ON THE FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 


(1) $1,000,000 in General damages; 

(2) $5,000,000 in exemplary damages; 

(3) injunctive relief from continuing 
breaches of duty; 

(4) Costs of suit and attorneys fees in an 
amount according to proof; 

for such further relief as the Court may deem 
just and proper. 


ON THE SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 


(1) $1,000,000 in General damages; 

(2) $5,000,000 in exemplary damages; 

(3) injunctive relief from continuing 
breaches of duty; 

(4) Costs of suit and attorneys fees in an 
amount according to proof; 

for such further relief as the Court may deem 
just and proper. 


Date 
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